
OceansWatch New Zealand Annual Report  - December 2008  

Accomplishments  

OceansWatch (OW) now has over 200 members of which 

40% are yacht owners.  

In 2008 the organisation has started its mission of 

strengthening the link between the global yachting and 

diving communities and those who are actively involved 
in marine research, education and conservation. The intent 

of this link is to develop marine conservation and 

humanitarian aid projects in coastal communities in 

the Pacific. 

Accomplishments that support this mission include: 

1.  OW has completed its first successful season in 

the Pacific with S/Y Magic Roundabout as the lead boat 

and other OceansWatch memberôs yachts helping out.  

2. OW has trained 15 members in Reef Check monitoring and 2 members to be able to train others in Reef 

Check monitoring. It has established a Reef Check training centre in Tonga for OW members. 

On the top left Jos Hill (Reef Check, Australia) with 

Nicole Dorene, Lily Kozmian-Ledward, Julia 
Alabaster, Chris Bone, Bottom row: Jane Pares, Lucy 

Hill, James Pittman, Caitlin Arden and Gar Duke. 

3. OW has carried out and submitted data for 5 

Reef Check surveys in Vanuatu and 9 Reef Check 

surveys in Papua New Guinea. 

 

 

4. OW has trained 3 local people in Vanuatu to 

be PADI Open Water certified divers. 

 

 

Leila Cara with her freshly qualified PADI open water 

members. 

 



 

5. OW has given talks on protecting 

reef ecosystems in several villages and 

schools. 

6. OW has distributed around one 

hundred pairs of reading glasses. 

7. OW has provided some books and 

writing materials to schools. 

 

 

 

Leila helping a woman who wanted to be 

able to read the bible again. 

 

8. OW has established working relationships with: 

¶ Reef Check Australia  

¶ Reef Check International 

¶ CoralWatch 

¶ Vanuatu Fisheries department 

¶ Papua New Guinea Regional Fisheries departments 

¶ Ailen Awareness (PNG) 

¶ LMMA network PNG 

¶ World Conservation Society, Kavieng, PNG 

¶ Mahonia Na Dari, (Education Awareness group) Kimbe Bay 

¶ Nature Conservancy PNG 

¶ Project MARC 

¶ Vanua Tai Vanuatu 

¶ WWF Western Melanesian Programme, Madang, PNG 

¶ Nguna Pele Marine Reserve Committee (Vanuatu) 

¶ Several Schools in PNG and Vanuatu                        Katie  and Jason of the Vanuatu Fisheries Department. 

9. OW has identified its first humanitarian project: to provide a water supply in Kar Kar Island, PNG.  A team 

headed by OceansWatch member Brian Barone is undertaking this. 

10. OW sent a delegate to the Educating about Marine Reserves conference in New Zealand. 

11. A marine biologist has spent time in Tonga developing a whale identification program for use by the OW 

yachting community. 

12. OW has kept its members informed through a regular blog on www.sailblogs.com/member/oceanswatch 

13. OW has published over 20 articles mainly in the yachting press. 

14. A short documentary on OW is near completion by Rachael Patching of Animotion. 

15. OW has set up a branch of OceansWatch in North America that has the potential to use a 90ô schooner in the 

future. 

http://www.sailblogs.com/member/oceanswatch


Schooner S/YDolphin 

16. Chris Bone (CEO)  has had a meeting with James 

Wharram and Hanneke Boon to discuss the design of its 

custom built lead boats.  

 

Chris Bone (centre) with James Wharram and Hanneke 

Boon  

 

17. OceansWatchôs new website is being developed 

and is shortly due to be launched. 

 

 

All these accomplishments are steps that help OceansWatch achieve its mission of working in close co-operation with 

the world's sailors, divers and academics to undertake marine conservation projects and offering humanitarian aid to 

coastal communities in developing countries. 

People Profiles  

 

CHRIS BONE: CEO, Team leader and skipper of Magic Roundabout 

Chris is a professional yacht skipper and runs a yacht delivery company- 

Pacific Yacht Deliveries. He has been an environmental activist for many 

years, including 2 years as a skipper for Greenpeace on the yacht Vega. 
His background also includes organic farming and consulting, and marine 

marketing consultancy. Email: chris@oceanswatch.org 

He was accompanied on Magic Roundabout by Melinda Taylor OW 

Australia (Dive Master), James Pitman (Marine scientist), Jessica Watson 
(under 15 round the world solo sailor), Irene Llabres (Oceanogapher), 

Leila Cara (Dive Master), Rachael Patching (Film maker) and Jeges 

Nuttal (relief skipper). 

http://www.pacificyachtdeliveries.co.nz/
mailto:chris@oceanswatch.org


 Chris, Jessica, James and Mel in Opua before leaving for the Pacific 

 

 

Katie, Rachael, Jeges ,Leila and Irene 

with Felix, John and Rex  in Vanuatu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Nicole and Gar on S\Y Dream Keeper have been trained in Reef Check 

monitoring and assisted in Papua New Guinea. 

Jane Pares is a seasoned yachtswoman. She has sailed in Europe, the 
Pacific and around South America. Jane has organised aid missions as part 

of Raleigh International, worked for the Green Party in New Zealand and 

is a freelance yachting journalist.  Jane spent time in Tonga working on 
Whale identification with Lucy Hill (marine scientist), Glen Edney 

(Marine scientist, Skipper, Marine photographer and Reef Check trainer) 

and Lily Kozmian-Ledward skipper of Amadis. 

In administrative and background support roles have been Peter Vine, 

Marine biologist and board member and Julia Alabaster, Treasurer, 

Educator and board member.  

 

Lucy Hill and Jane Pares in Tonga 

The main players in OceansWatch North America have been: 

 
 


